IN CONVERSATION:

SHANE

JACOBSON

Though he'll forever be knawn for his brillient comic performence in the smash hit, Kenay,
SHANE JACOBSOM is the litero! jock-of-ull-trades. Currently in the middle of writing o hook
“about the first holf of his life”, this born performer has been o standup comic, corporate
speoker, roch'n'roll roedie, stage plenner, lighting expert, and pyrotechnic consultent ..
just to nome o few. He's appecred on stage apposite Geolfrey Rush in The Drowsy
Chaperane for The Melbourne Theatre Company, and sang ond dunced in the highly
successful 2008 revival of the dossic musical, Guys & Dofls. This rusted-on cor lover wos
olio one of the hasts of the Aushralian TV show, Tap Gear, and hos appeared in the films,
Newcastle, Coctus and Chorkie & Bools, os well os providing the voice for Santa Claus in the
animated film, Sanfo’s Apprentics. This month, Shane con be seen on DVD in the charming
local drama, SURVIVING GEORGIA, where he gels 1o romance the lovely Holly Valonce.

%0 Shane. how did you enjoy playing
the romantic lead in Surviving
Georgia? | know you like doing
different things in your career — was
that another nice challenge for you? *
would like 1o consider mysalf a romantic,
and My partner seems pretty happy! It
was Just mce to be 2 part of a film like
this, Comedy defirtely wasn't the focus
ol Surviving Geargiz at all, though it has
nice light mameants, Just (o work with Pia
Miranda and Holly Valance was lnvely
Thay're great people, , and Holly is just &
very good boke that happens to be a very
qood looking worman! She's just ke one
aof my mates! And Fia is one of the nicast
paople an planst earth. We had a ball
miaking that, but everyane worked very
hard. Fioducer/co-star) Spencer Melaren
and e diractors, Sandra [Soibarras) and
Kate [Whitbread|, warked incredibly hard
1o get (his thing happening. They bad
treutde vath inancang, but they gat it off
the grownd, and for that, they should be
applauded. It was a lovely project. When
the OVD comes out, 'm buying it for my
mum! She'll love ith”

You've been acting and parfarming
fram a very aarly age. Is that
something that you've always wanted
to do? "l was surreunded by ot right from
the: beginmng. My mum taught dancers, so
from the age of five or six, | was ona bus
with 48 dancers travelling around countiy
tovwris. My dad came from a carmival
background, and they were basically camie
folk. My dad used to do standup comedy,
and imy brather played the drums, and my
sisters danced. M 1 wasn’t doing it too, it
would have Deen waird,”

Whare does acting fit into all of that for
you? Or do you sae it as just part of the
greater sphere of performing? “Acting,
dancing, singing and enteraining was the
thing that | wanted to da sil slong. | thought
of that as the spine of what | wanted {o do.
But [ know 3 lot of peeple, and none of
them awn a big heuse, or are financially
stable, from acting. My dad would say

the: zame fheng 1o my brother [Clayton
Jucobson, who co-wrate and directed
Ry when be wanted 1o do duecting,
Uad would say, ‘| know a lat of people -
pilets, doctors. . I've mat them all = byt
asfar a5 a successful diector, well, |

dart think thar I've met ane, o even met
ampine (hal even knows one. 5o if myst

be pretty hard. You Detter really want 10

o il or make sure thar you wark hard
because il must be pretty dihoutt.” But
acting was all that | ever wanted 1o do,
and il someone was going 10 pay me just
o da that from day one, | woul have

never got distracted and done all the

other thiegs that Pve done throughaut my
life Even now, i lerms of getting projects
up, I'm nat going to sit back. It's nat in

my nature. | shoubdn't be sitting back at
home in & lounge chair with tha apinian that
someane should bong me my next senpt!
You're nat ahways gring o be the Bvourite,
plus | always wand to be busy | ke ta
craata, and | ke to create from s nuts and
bolts sense a5 wal”

Can you tall ma about the TV
presenting with Top Gaar? Whera does
that fit in with the acting and creating,
and everything slee? "I's a bit like being
a parent of four kids, you know? No one is
taking any of them away. I'm just ol gaing
tolat it happen! You've heard every cliché,
Bt let's just boil thes down until we get

to the broth — | just like them alll They'e
just diffarant. t's ke meat pies, cheese,
chacolate, and strawbermes. 0o you have
o choase? Cant | just make that decision
when | gel up? When | ger to next waek,

I ight feed like @ pie, but hey, | might feal
lika strawhearias!

In Australia, it's obwiously tough far
actors, but do you worry about doing
something like Top Gear? That it might
change people’s perceptions of you as
an actar? “You do hawe to be vary mindful
of that, because az we know, a lot of
things are about perception. Top Gear was
gssentally me being documented doing
iy hobiy. | don't really consider mysell
the presenter of a car show, and | 'won't be
doing it forever”

You've also got the TV minl-serias,
Bescorsfield, coming up, where you
play trapped Tasmanian miner, Brant
Wabb... "That was amazing - without

a doubd. that was one of the most
challenging acting rales that I've done yet.
They can all be challenging, but it 100k 2 Inf
framme. It was emotionally challenging,
I've mever been 50 affecied by a role, | evar,
It was hard not to bring seme of it home.
and by that, § just mean that | would ceme
home. and if I'd watched the news and
there was a story about 2 kid who had gone
missing o sameone who had been hure, |
found myself tearing ug, | can be emational
anyway — anyone that's a parent can - but
Y was very raw emotianally. | wasn't playing
acharacter: | was playing Brant ‘Webb, who
is alive and down in Tassie as we speak a3
& result of the work of some sxtranrdinary
people wha rizked their lives in the same
wiay that he did. It's pretty pawerful stuff”

And you're actually appeanng in The
Bourne Legacy? “Yoah, that's actually one
that | can't talk about, but | was shooling a
bit of that in the states this vear, and ['ve oot
# bt more to do.”

You've doing a weight loss campaign
with Jenny Crarg. What sort of
response have you been getting? Are
people like, ‘Don't de it! Wa like you

the way you are!” Has it been like that?
"I | bz to bl it devwen o one question that
people are almost azking, it's °ls funny stored
i fal cells™ Are they suggesting that | won't
b funmy™ | don’t think that funny is stored in
fat cells, but people do get that idea that I'm
just that big loveable guy or that big funny
quy. Thera's an emotion that comas with
that. You knawe, would Santa be a5 much fun
it b wias thin? But people like Jemy Lewis
and Jerry Seinfeld and Fobn Wiliams can
prove that comedy iz, in fact, just comedy.
Whatever ran maks somanone laugh, can
make somaong laugh. I hasn't been a

big concern of min, because | do irst

and foremost, above everything. consider
mysell an actar Aching = dafmitely the
thing that | want 1o be known for, Comedy
is something that peaple might expect me
to do first and foremnost. but that doasn't
mecessanly mesan tha it's something that

| e for | guess than il someone said,
Alright Shane, you have to choase one title
and do one thing in wour lile from this day
foreard,” my answer would be o act. S0
from than paint of view, osing the weight
might just bring me different roles. But
ook, I'm S0l not @ small guy? If 1I'm walking
dimn the siresr, paoples aren’t bumging
mto me, gowng, Get out of the way,
twiggy! | don't get sant scripts that now
say, A& stck-ike character enters frame. ..
That's not happening!”

Are you and Clayton astounded at
how suceessful Kenny was? | know
that you guys worked really hard

on the marketing and did everything
fram the ground up, but are you just

astounded by how successful the film
and the charactar have been? “Yes,
we're gtill absolutely astounded. Clayton
alwiays says that no one sets out 10 make
# bad film, the same 35 no one sets out

o raisa a bad chdd. You undoubtedhy set
out to make a great praject that you want
people 10 enioy. But vou can nwer ao.

| went ¢n taur prometing Kesmy for zavan
months, and it s without @ doubt the thing
that has atforded me the chance 10 acl
howy | wanted my whole lifg, It is now my
full time job. At the moment, | don't have
to worry about landing on one of those
cuzhions and mattrasses that | laid around
me in e farm ol otber skills. It's amazing
howr much propke shill quote Ksany to me,
or yell out, Hey, Kenny!” wden 'm walking
dowvn the street. Without a doubt, Clayton
and riyself have to fargver thank him = 1ha
character, Kenny — for our careers.”

Sorviving Georgis is available
on DVD now. For more an
Shane Jacobson, head to wwaw.
shanejacohson.com.au, W




