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CELEBRITYProfile

...on the Victorian Surf Coast
WORDS: MICHAEL MAPSTOMNE

hane Jacobson = best known

i lovehbe portalon plumber

Kenny from the meovie of the

sume name — readily admits he's

i surler, Even 2o, he's quick o
e Victorins Surl Coast i his Bvourite
Australian holiday destination

Shane spent countless holidays in his

vouth at toswns in the area including Barwon
Meads, Ocean Grove, Jan Jue and Torguay
ancl sald that the cegion provides him with a
great leeling of Bamiliari

"W holidaved there bes and | swam thene

s omch | knew the Bsh and sharks by name,”

the alfable actor Livighs 1o COUT e

“Ies Nk youir lounge room. You get o
Kovow evervthing in it and vou tend o feel
comfortable there.

“I remember at Torguay | sow Life of Brian
on fold-out chairs at the church or own
hall,” be recalls with fondness. Fle has since
I!hh\,‘l\.{'ﬂl. ||||_' |.H'|'|.JI.L |_r|||'|-‘llullr.lliul'| t.lutu
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joggerniil — wnd seems 1o consider himsell

fortunate o have known it in hoth forms

Bunt Shane savs the teal appeal of the
region b5 its notural besuty, He particularly
likes that in some places, particularly aroursd
Anglesea, the bush meets the ocean

It has that eountry feel right up o the
eamied rzell,” he savs, apprecintively

Shane believes the Surl Coast offers o
linle it of everything for the holidaymaker

“Iv's it the start of the Creat Ocean

thiﬂt a .IIliJ Mk=ee lIL'l.'il-.‘- Convir

A wht
a stumning plece of coast that is, There ure
stunning views. There s that country vibe on
the coust and great waves at places like Bells
Beach, Queenscliff, which is the heads ine
the [Part Phillip] Bay of Melboume, ks an
aren steeped in history, And there are great
restautants and plenty of carmvin parks

Shane sovs hig ideal holidoy destinatbon is
one where he can see o lot, while sinng still
e dobng very linle,

1 For that reuson another al his Tvioirite
helicday spots is Torramlsmy, on the M

Yiver just west of Echuca
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SURFING, BELLS BEACH
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"Whern | ¢lhimse to head to the Murray its
to b still and be near the water, U'm ousually
in need of same down time and 1 could
happily just sit by the Mureay all day. Teingoy
bush cooking and Um happy with one pot
one pan and some good wine or beer

ot even more genersilly, Shane <avs his
lavourite hiliday spot = having spemt several
months iravelling oversess belfore wilking o
OUTthere — is anywlhiere in Ausuealia

Shanc’s been o all the stve capiials, mosi
major regional centies and seen plenty of o
widle brown expanses. His alfection for ull of
it i% genuine

There's not o bad spot in Australia inomy
mibnd,” b savs. 71 codald Be inoa town with
one puly aved 'm stoked, or T eould e ina
hig city with o thowsand bulldings and Tots of
restaurants and U'm sioked

"1 sdmire other countries amd enjoy ather
cultures, but 1 live ours

“Travelling in Australio vou can (v Tor fve
howrs and et ofT the plave ond sull wse the
same cutrency and be ureeted with o "Gl
mate!. And at cenain Umes ol the vear vou
cotild snow ski, waterski and swim in the
a¢ean oll oo ove day

Shane also reckons that vou've got 1o
be Australlan 1o enjov all of the Australion
landscape. "With a good enough esky, 1 could
camp smvwhere,” he says

Since Kemiry hin the big time thowgh
holidave haven't been high on Shanes agenda
Mot that be's complaining, He's been swept
up im a whirlwind of suceess bevond his
wildest imagining - and seems truly grateful
for what has come his way

“The train has kept moving and we've
witnessed it from the entertainment can
Ny brather [C]

director] and | have been so blessed with its

avton, the movies writer and

sticeess. We set out to bulld a doghouse and
it turned into o mansion

“People have enjoved the character
g0 much. As an artist vou don'l set out to
achieve linancially, The real reward is that
peaple have laughed along and Fell the hean
af the character”

Shuine prefers not 1o think that he has
become a celohrity, or lamous. Rather, that he
has o 'recognisable hoad

“Evervhady has heen so supportive and
encourmging The way | see it is that Pve had
the opportunity 1o have strangers give me well

wishes. They sav that there are no strmingers,
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“When I choose to he

just friensds you haven’t met— and it's been
a special feeling for me 1o experience that,
Thank goodness though we didn’t sot ow
to muke foek the Ripper. It might have been
different,” he laughs

There will, of course, be some whe may
only ever recognise Shane as Kenmy, despite
that he's been doing charncter impersonatinns
for vears, Shine accepis that —and wishes
that le was truly as nice a bloke as the
plumber he portraved so brilliantly

But it's also true that Kenny has opened
a miyriad of doors for Shane.

Dureing 2007 he was cast (ntwo Australian
dramios: Cacins, deseribed as a pari-heist,
part<raad trip lilm that bad Brvan Brown as

scutive producer; and Newcastle, in
which b plavs the Tather of three bovs trving
1o break into the pro-surfing ranks, Both

movies are due for redease fiv 2008,

ad to the Murray it's tg
be still and be near the water. I'm usnally i
need of some down time and I could! happily
just sit by the Murray all day.”

“It's been preat to do deama. 10 always
gaod 1o do other projects and | love 1o have
new challenges tirown at me constanly”

Those other projects will just keep
coming. Shane will return 1o his theatrical
roots a5 the character Nicely Nicely Johnson
when Guys and Daolls opens ar Melbourne's
Princess Theatre in kate March,

The oustanding cast includes Garry

MeBonald, Magda Seubanski, Lisa MoCune,

lan Stenlake and Marina Prior. While hie has

something special 1o sav about ench of them,
ws his lirst great moment s @ cast

member came when he miet MeDonald,

*| have heen a fan of Garry's for as long as
riy beainy wall allosw me 1o remember, | was in
u lilt when he got in and said ‘Hello Shane.
| couldnt believe he knew my namee. | had
o rum aut and ring my brother and say

Coess what.
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MUTEAY HIVER NEAR ECHUCA

While there has been pleny an Shane's
agenda, Kermy s wall be pleased to koow thiy
havent seen |he

The Jacobson brothers have been working
nedy” thar will feaire Kenmy
pouring the wilets of the world. The senes

o the popular plumber

nna “doe

promises to feature bizarre, intriguing and
ndiculous toil chnolagy, It will screen in
eight A0-minute episades on Network 10 in
the latter hall of 2005,

Bevond that, Shane savs there are a lot of

in the pipeline
not much chance fora break, bt

| have been forunate. It's grear to be in waork
and 1o have the chionee 1o be paid 1o do whar
I emjov,” he savs.

“Bur il there is swvine out there with
st spare time, il they could puat it inan
envelope and send it to me. 1 will sccept
minutes,” b savs in typically jovial fashion. @
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