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SHANE JACOBSON AMND PAUL
HOGAN PLAY A FATHER AND SON
ELLING TQ THE NORTHERN
OST TIP OF AUSTRALIA FOR A
POT OF FISHING IN CHARLIES
TS. BRENDAN SWIFT FINDS
QW THE TWQ COMEDY




1w it Filmdng in one of the mam

country towvns that dot the Sustern \.u_ullh:._rrd

that Hoges saw her approaching. The elderhy
wsman painted her walking stick about a foot
[resm bt chest and announced ina lowd voice
“Theres Paul Homan

His retort = o look around and ask “Where?

remmains a mark of the brrikon that |1ru.||:,g]11

Austrilia 1o the world thmogh o series of landmarlk
commercials, TV shiws and Blms. [t connmted for
lithe, She »i11||r|\ hit b with her w .|I|-.|||:{ stk
anel tald hinme “Right there, in the chair

It may b almiosy 25 VEurs since el e
Dhpelee became the bigpest movie in the world,
Bt Pl Hogan remains an icon. And Clerle
& Boots teams him with another icon in Shane
Jueabson — who shot 1o fame in 2004 a3 toilet
plumber kenny = in a heartfelt Gather-son
roaed movie

Boais I_i.u.-ul:-:ur:-l'l 1, concermed thar his Fnher
Charlie i Hogan) is strugeling to come to tenms
with the death of his wile, tokes his initially
reticent dad on o rosd trips [ruam [u_--rl‘:'l;-|1.|| Victora
tis Cape York Peninsuli, where they plan w
Fulil s Bifeedengg goul 1o g fishing

When we put them wogether they just
clicked - it was just olwious,” co-producer
Dawid Redman sayvs

Andd. for the most part, the ilm strikes the
right nate between sweet-naturcd comedy and
dramia. Tt strategically veers away [rom the tough
art-house dromas thet have charactenised the lecal
indusury and stranded it within a morass of isular
toples such as drog addiction and myriad [orms
of self-abuse in pecent vears

The: feel-pood Kemin was the bigsest
Australinn hit of 2006, wossing 57,78 million
1|MI r"“ alI Illl\ |i|!‘||..!' Ii'".' Illlhl“Ll_‘l"‘ |H_'EI|Ir'||_l'r |I|-|||.rr|'
& Boinrs, Instinct Emenainment, also backed
Hogan's last outing - Strmge Bedfellows — which
wrossegd %4 82 million and was the |:im:‘,':.1 local
maovie of 2004,

“With Strange Bedlellons we kind of identi-
fied a potential sudience that we didn't really
feel were being catered ta by other Austrealian
films,” Redman says. " They responded really
well, YWe .Ilﬁl.J}.\ fele that that was an audience
worth going after again,”

The concept was concely o just over 18
months ago when writer amd dircctor Diin
Murphy had dinner with Jucobson and his man-
ager Deb Frvers, During the course of the evening,
Murphy asked Jacobson whom he would most
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like: tor work with. Hogan — one of
Jawolson's comic lieroes — immedi-
atiely spoodd ou

Hles am incredibly o guy whe
has spent a bit of time on Earth and
Fuas lived a bie ol Bife,” _I;|u||1hr:|1 S
"Acguy that is ever ready 1o be kind
b st happens to be o of the most
successful enertiiners over”

Instingr then joined forces with
distributor Parameum Pictures Australis

alongsidle partner Transmission )

and apuickly madded the flm nia a
sechichs el sepuareh sl mainstrcam
audicnces aged 35 and above, A ey
elate waes medianely shaned Foe relesc
o beabstier thee Bilins Ganily-ordented
thoemses: Fathiers Doy 2000,

Tl Fillony relics on o strong cast
of guintessentiol Aostraln actors
v Hlesh out its portrain of regicnal
Sustralia, which will form o key pan
of the marketing push. Actors such
a5 Hov' Billing { Linderbeelly 23, Val
Leehommian (Prisner) anied Diae Smith
LA Clagsniry Pramtioe), s well s bocals
in the vancus regioral towns, make
appearices ahong the jourme,

b pasrteait of the many lolling
srouill povenss in regional Aastralia stands
in starh contrust 1o the process needed
o captune thiens. I ook o cst and
erew ol more than 70, travelling in 30
vehicles over 7 weeks lost SNovember,
acryess e Uhan 3,000 Kilonwtres,
accnnding to co-producer Shana Levine

“There were many plices we hadnt
‘receed Beeatse they swere so lar uned
turning up with a o ol 70 plus and
linading encugh local sccommaodativn
neir the locations, given the tghe
shwoting schedule, kept evenvone on
thir toes,” she sis.

“As well as the disnces we
sy bl b by chimate 1o deal
with, O moming we were shooting
in Tamwortly, we woke up, looked
otsicle our hotel and it was sunm
and the laswns wene green. That nigh
wee struggled o ger all the rrucks and
equipment o s the delisee bewn
The nest morming, we wore quickh
packing onr bogs s we watched the
water lovel rise outside our hotel win
dow s there d been sis metres of min
onvermight aned the place was Hooded
anel many roads chosed

Ysowith Bae Lubmanns Anstralio,
thee filim uses the Australim couminside
i hrin:.', its chameters ad story 1o
the fore, Director Dean Murphy amd
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coewriter Stewart Faichney conducted
their osmn road trip alomg the coast to
senatit For lessitions |In|i|u' 1ov thie showt,

“Shee wanted g0 show the colour
petlate of Australio,” e sns, "In
Warrnambesol, the wav i changes
froan vellows, veds and browns and all
liferem colours and the lusciousness
of far nonh Queenshind and the Grea
Parrier Beel”

Murpha and Faichmey also worked
tosgether on Strange Bediellons and
their peost recent collabortion shures
e i commen with s predecessar,
swldely alse pairee] Hossin with anotber
Mastralion fcon, Michael Caton, frim
The € asile,

Comedics, und other foel good
trwies, ke upr o pjorin of
Aistralins all-tinee oy office hits
althowigh nit all have sueceeded in
recent vears. | The weaker scripis
thae underpinned o ol Redman’s
other production femws — fike Ay
i 2003 1 ansed Yeons onned Yoower S
Mater Gl 20005) = =i them Fall 1o
gzl i wilespread sudbence )

| think people forget how muny
peuple go te the cinemil for excap-
ismn, and escapism ks froavoed vpon,”
Murphy s,

Whibe mest Austruliain llms
[owireder whaen ivcomes o the crucial
marketing stage, the imohement of
Faramount s Bkeby v see a far brooder
canmpaign than mast reeent boeal Fare

While: details were still being

ore than h
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hnalisea at the time of press, the
redense s likely to streteh wowell mer
100 sercens and alsos CTHTHTIPS TN
stream strategies such as TV advertise-
s, A lirgescubis promtfomal tour
by Jacotbscary cinal s will il test
whether Howsns revent stoush witly
thie wonernment, which s continuing
o investigate his wse ol oltshore s
havens, elfeets audiences.

I his was an | Asstealion| filim
than was developed complach ouside
ther pormal funding svstem = ir was
Financed by a studio,” Redmon savs.
“That’s not going to apphs across ey
iy preschiction companics.

While the production budse
it nest been released, the Blamnk-
ers say Charlic & Boots cost slightly
miore than Strowog E.qurl-H.ru w, which
received almest 54 million in govemn-
mient funding

e filim s alses o sign ol
Wl o e

’nll’.ll'l'lﬂill'll LR U]

bl ket sinee its bocal amm
was formed in r..lrh =007 alter the
breah-up ol United Intermational

Pictures, The compuany, in parin

ship with Transmission | founded s
ex-Dendy bosses” Amdrew Macki
and Richard Pavtent has an esplicii

v lugal
i thie

aim 1o cofinance and oy

angl intermational projects

Nustralion and Mew Sealand markets.

“This is pot a Bilm where we
release in the ar-house specialny
sector; we winted the mainstream

pulilic,” Paramount Picrures Awstralii
mamaiging divector Mike Sebwvn
savs. “This has a budper thar allows
all the media we would use for a
regular Holbowood Blm,”

lts LS pavent, Paranonint
Pietures, wlso cooproduced Hogan's
Crsondile Do 1 in the bane-80s,
although Selovn savs Cliadie & Boaps’
Ligomic Austealion humour is squareh

aimed at local audiences mther than

oversens. Paramount is also hack-
imgg several other notabile local Gilms
i developmoen soch as Wep oy

2: hirrgs of Mykoras, Benearh THT
Al hoth with Transmission | amd
Fanperevnn When the Wi Began

“With Awstralian product, we
sense fhere's so much talent there,
the market is about e rebound in s
Iige wan,” Selwyn says

Plesthman savs stualios ane looking (o
wood material thar will resch oudiences
“First el foremost, they hve 1o be
maale For am adionce, and they've gt
10 b rstles e o bevel that is appropriste
P tht potential audience, whether its
b small or in the middle.” be sis.

M really conmes down to cormectly
Ielemiifying the scale of vour audicnee
sl making a Bl that works in tha
way, Tvimg those links mwere tighih
Leetween development and disteibi-
tion is really oritical.”

Clusrlic & Roots oprens ai cliennis o
Sepentler 3. Cliecl anl the iruiler al the
INSIREFILM awhdie, L]

st Australlan movies of all time are comedies or far

Comedy 1985 4771 Haoyts

Epic 2008 r.z9 Fox

Family 1995 3878 UiP/Universal
Animated 2006 31.79 Roadshow
Musical 2001 27172 Fox

Comedy 1988 2492 Hoyts
Comedy 1992 21.76 Ronin
Comedy 2000 18.00 Roadshow
Family 1982 17.23 Hoyts
Comedy 1994 16.46 Roadshow
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