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Shane Jacobsonsnervesare
put torest before hosting his
first TopGear Live show.
Ah, with friends like these...

Words. Andy Enright
Phatography: Justin Leighion
HANE [ACORSCMN 15MT]
atten lost far wonds, bur the
gravity of whan heli commined
B3 in juisd -‘mkhng im, He mands
quierhy with his hands in his
pockets, gaving out at rew upon mow of empey
seart at Db tywest Arena, Scaes tha
il b filked ima .;mu_i.\l: of hawars Iw rhausands
of expecrant fges whon he co-hous his firs
‘Topliear Live. a prelude mo eaking the show's
‘|.|:\.'-|n||= besgiwal formast o Ausiealia in Maech,
| meed v find sur whar Shame's thoughas are, bor
right mow he lonks like be could use some quice
lation. bererny: Clarkson has other ideas
kers!™ b shawars, le's a novel microphbone
check, bur in seros ins purpose. Hammaond and
My appear, chwarfind by the vast Bonrspace
and clambser ime sehid buile w‘:'}' Fram
white gausle. Clasksor is a1 the wheel of an
cight-metre-bong dragsrer powered by 12 food
hlendens. supercharged by tao machowave ovens
and stectod haphasardly by a Dyson vacuum
cheaner ball ar rhe frone, May is aqunkinp .1||'-ng
A in a conrapason built from tumble dryers whils
y Hammond is drivang an ironang board. And
4 - winming, muh 1o Clukwn’ disgast,

- 1 would expecr the Full beft of the BBC'
o legal eam to doswend upon me iF the videa

T

.

_-.‘-l’ 7 1 alsos ever e i eo Yous Tishe, bur in rerms
f' 1 of inaginaive swearing, Clarkson is almost up
' there with she Irish

i El_rw.u ia hirinr_l:' irnnic venee for the
Trish leg of Topdaear Live. Wich the country
recenily humilisial by a cap-in-hand econemic
baslout by the European Lininn, is seems apt o



be hosting the event a1 a F-I:CL' thag b just
gong bust to the func al € 17 0m (ALS224mh,
Vit halls contain nothang bt carper and the
odd plasiic chair, There are hiage concrore eagles
uut Frane, but the glass docat i in the age
winddirws and likedy never will The mancy
ks s oul, but Shane docal scem woo
baiberod. Mog when there's evidence of the

bt kmochangs of Teeland s decsdent times
buachkanige a5 the sheor's supercars num up.

Car jockeys, dheamers. mechanics. and the
ubiguitous blake with dipboard and easpiece
are double parking Lamborghinis. Ferraris,
McLarens and Asion Marrins cheek by jowl
with the show’s stnt memas and Keliana Robin
focaball cars. "I've got six cars, four of which are
Heldens. bun 1 lowe all of this siaff.” Shane grins,
irying 1 alip berweon a Coumtach aned a 458
Taia ax a Jag K] 2290 i noversed porweands us,

A profrsivnal golier has loancd his 520k%'
BA A3 for the shoa's parade, and i
chaperane i sandsng neet oo Shane at i
drivers it the hall for the pre-show pebarsal,

Clasksoa's opinsan cones hoosing backstage,
“Thas will be driven by a bald. fricadles,
ralenthess wate of Blood and orgass. An unes
warker with » masive Mosr Blase pen. dhing
teeth and Oakley songlisses om his way o do
 deal with & hask thas has no money.”

The golier goes pale: "l be going o sy itha
im the shea?™ A PR girl manages wo convinoe
fim thar Claskson was alkieg sbouwr ancaher car.

Befoee the rehearsals, | manage w grab
a few mi with Shane. H | and May,
with a Kilns coew from A Cemear Afflair in row
The fescival Farmar is being carried over o the
shows in Brishane and Mebourne, and is's
a very diffevent gig than befiorr, The Duablin log
is thoee days of time-amack racing, drfting, show
and shines. hig-rig trucks. sunt displays and the
chance o ride m the waperan

Shane blags his way into a Weald Rally
Corolla for a rus round the spent course
whale | ery fus mrerview a bunch of Irish
draft bows, bt can’t usdenstand 2 woed theyre
saying, My tramabaror informs noe thar they
reckom it 3 maisne iMPEOVENIEE Of 3 ST Car
shara befiane we're deowned own b a 1970 FI
car o full char. Ir seewns Dublin has some very
Viheral municipal noise ordinanoes. Afver we left,
it seowed andd wheew still ran che F1 car for the
crowwd. Thars conmétment

While Shane has froneed up mere than
a Few live gigs. [ can oell by his bullnhnesa tha
he doesn't quite know how theie TopGear Live
shows pan. Hammonsd fortunacely has wame
sage advicr. ~When vou've dane twn o three
shows an & dars the Best way ro peepare for the
nea dinv's i s 10 o i with 3l 1he people
makimg the show and drink. Dirink bos.”

“Ideally uneil the nexr show saees,” adds May:

“And yeu'll be seandimg there feeling shin,”
“You maght thaow up
¥ou'll da thae once and vou wewt do it the next
dav. Topleear Live falls fould of rrade desomprions:
with the Live bir when somerines Im onldy half
alive, which pushes the definicion a biv, TopGear
Praving For Dieanhy somerimes.”

Clarkson aavives, gives Shane a clap an the
shosalder, vells him be's lost weight and s
bechind him. the pair of therm looking like 1he
warkl's most sncpt kavaking cam, “Whan have

connnues Hansman

KEveraiEn i

at some point in the slew enc of these two -
imdioed v — will Fonget what theyre &

we powvered in eerms of whar you've pot o do? Have
v covered the being sick on suage!™ says Claksom,

“Yes. we've done thar,” May noces.
“Hurve we done the one where youre simirg in the

can backstage wnd you cam hear the vaice of God syin
Ladies and gemalemen. would you pleass welcome
your host for whis evening...” and you'ne siining there
thinking, 'l physicallly cawast do chis.” Because you ha
so musch 1o drink the might beflore that you are in sud
a rervible sane thar you think. | can'.” Your fic is g
Vi ondy referming now to Birmangham becasie theee
isn't ampwhens hic in the wald tha's quite s bad,”

By recres, Shane is lookig hewildered as the
ngaved
1" adds Hammend by way af

“I&’s iy bomse

\.1'|l;\;|||.1|'. nplml:m.

Clarkicn s om 3 soll now, “Yei. His hore poem,

And cveryonc in the audience is like him. Diminmiva
Stupid. Amd vou thinks 1 caslt doic | cnlt do in.

I can’t do i, and suddenly vour feer move, vou ger om
of tihe car and you go. “Hello Birmingham!” and you's
ot am ous-of-hody experience. You're perforriing anc
vou don’t know why and then in finishes and vou go
imme a massive slump and the black dog bites you

Shame now books a ke ancasy, The prospoct

of performing with a hungover manis deproene
is ome thing. More adhicr i forthceming, this
tiee fram Hammond

=This is very imposeast and it will happen, bur

larksan sakes up ihse theesd, “You see the book, >



“Thereisahigh
likelihood you'llbe
killed or maimed.
[haveyettofinish
a show without
some kind of :
injury.Ialways s
have blood corfiligsy
outof me at theul
endof every ShGns

=
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nyouve
donetwoorthree..
showsinaday, =
thebest way to
prepare for the
nextdaysshows
{,tagooutwuh

llthe people
1ak1ngme show |




Thar paniched loak in the epei., [ I'm fecling
kimd 11l pick wp che Eine and nobody will ever
notice, What we soemally do is go (enosees arms
amal gring smugly), Youll we the arms croased,
el look 1lﬂ1'. ineo your eves and :m||'ll iu,l.;p
AAAAGGGHH"

Surely May can hrin; sEne ;J!ml"r' advig?
b cumes o the podng whin poat of uws can
remsernber what's nexr.” Thatll be a s, then,

Jeremy eaplaing how the current show:
wiwks. “There are obviously massive snans,
(LA ¢41dllﬂ|_t. flr\ha-;jr' with pc'mll [mamps an
the end of her arms. really dramatic soeff, Seig
qlrin.'iug 2 caf thar become we-th mu.gl'u. A
peugrle think this & incredible, this is whar the
shens ghowr, bt thar’s not ety e,

“Each onc of thase sgrments is designed 10
last thee exact lengah of a Marlboro Light. We go
I'uci:uap. havea cipm:r\e ared then comne back
oy stage and (F you loak carefully, iF you'ne in
the audience, all theee of us are exhaling the
Lisn breanh, amd ahen you come off mage
ar the cned and there will be somcone in
a high-visibaliry jacker reminding you tha
voine (0 a po-smoking oourtry, Ta which
we point our that there might be cibier crimes
they want 1o loak i

Wind Jeremy up and you car’t sop
him. "Here's amother cne which we can't
acwally eransmin on the welevision program
Wi're miked-up so we can hear each mber, >

altcginptel hiv fermt
paraliel

pasi

olexy, bue the audience can't bear. We can
oniky hear each other, As we drove o in
Souah Afica las year, Hammand's cosing
powands me and | can’t remember whar he's
done wrong, bue | actaally said, “Hammomd.
vou willy ¢***." Whan | hadn't heard was the
peoscucer sy, And your mikes are up in

% 2. 1..." S0 rhe audience hear, Tease
welcome your bosts, Jerensy Clarkson and
Richard Hammand, C7"." Mo adlly ¢,
" weas the firss word they goa. You gy the
momeent where thenes a differens soursd, an
echo in vour earpiece. And it was in South
Africa where there are boes of children. [f it was
Ausaraliz, it would kave been fine.

| think Shane was chosen because he's
exactly like Richard Hammond in every wap,”
muscs May.

“An irricating Bole ¢* "1 sks Joremy.

1 bk ey vo the film crew's direcvor who
has his head in his hands.

Hammeand sries vo bring things back an
track with miose sensible advice for Shane.
“There is a high hkcihood tha youl be
killled e mosineed,” he says

“1 have yet to complens 3 show winkioat
soame kind of injury. | abwars have blood
coming out of me at the end of every show,”
noges Clarkson, “Have you been 1o one of
ihve shows beforc?”

“This is nay fire cne,” Shane s sheepishly
“You've mever seen it

SN,

“Have you plaved car football?™

Mo

By raomwe, Share Jacabuon books like. like...
A wictim!” crves Clarkson triumphantly,
“Wiaim?™

Hammwond 15 enpeving this “Yep, You're
ping_ i e 3 vicrime You Tl chink ic's pust

a gl Hear, bue we et really uprigh.l abowus
it and really want m win.”

1 reallv enjeny in bevawse | don't mke pat.
1 just stared there and watch people. U'en the
ref,” adds Clarkson,

“He spendi meast af has rime bnoking w
precry girls in the crowd.”™ May sivoses,

“ln Auszralia it be different because
17 be concentrating on the game, Mot af
(13 pmpl: wino cosne in Auscraliz are men.
Aungralia is the only andoenee in the workd
where in's 95 per ce male. Sowh Affrica is
60 per cent women, Englard is a log of
childrem. Australia is encirely difforent so vou've
jueg et fo be 3 man, Docial maner, :h;‘-ug,h.
The format works virtually amwhere,”

Sharse hrimgs the conversazion hack m
the TV show: “The best advice | got abou
presenting was. "Have fum. If vou're given
a good car, thrash it IF vou're given 2 had car,
thaash ic. If youire given one in berween, sscal it.
16 ot vonar frsurance. IS pot yous concemn,”™

This clearly resnnares with the Brits,
Hammend sdde “More broadly, never expect
o e inited back anywhere.”

“Wie've never heen invined back amywhere.”
mases hlay.

“Leave quackh. Ar naght. In a discreet car”
Hammond instruces.

Shane soes the home seraighe, =Wl
its been a pleasure to be on board and
a privikege. Big shoes to fll Thee people
are the Jesus of the formas,”

“Your may have overisepped it now,”
Frowns Hammand.

“Hawe 17 With the Jouw thing!" @

Worslip ar the alear of cockiug about fy
Gifrs petaen Tgpﬂmr Live arrfoey ar Braivbane
Enperrainment Cemtee, Mirrch 3-6, 200 1, et
Melbeurne Shousrounds, Mer | 114, 2001




