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. The Hollowmen
ABC1, Wednesday, S9pm
Political satire

__; Duration: 30 minutes

DARREN DEVLYN

- ERRICK Watts has
N never fancied his
u skills as a negotiator.

MNever was this more
obvious than when casting
director Jane Kennedy
suggested husband and The
Hollowmen director Rob
Sitch call Watts to sound h
oul aboul the role of Nick
senior political adviser, in the
ABC comedy.

So exciled was Waltls (o
receive the call from Sitch
that he said yes to The
Hollawmen without knowing
what the show was about,

Watts had on the spot
decided he’d be mad to knock
back the opportunity o work
with Sitch and co.

| looked at this as a gift
that had been offered,”” Watts
says. I they'd asked me to
do it and 1"d said no, it could
potentially have been one of
the biggest regrets of my life.
I didn’t make any demands, |
didn’t even read the
contract.””’

Sitch believes if actors
know their lines and are in
tune with the intended tenor
of a scene, it makes for an
exhilarating shooting process.

Watts has appeared in
plenty of improvised and
sketch comedy on TV in the
past, but The Hollowmen is
his first *“serious’” acting job.

*“I have to pretend to be
smarter than T actually am. so
that's where the acting comes
in,”" Walts says with a smile.

The Hollowmen is a
comedy set in the offices of
the Central Policy Unit, an
internal political think tank
set up by the prime minister
to develop long-term party
policy,

The Hollowmen isn’l
Walts’ only television project
this year. He and Nova radio
colleague Tim Ross are
working on 4 new Comedy
Channel show for Foxtel.

The Merrick and Rosse
Sfenw premieres at B40pm on 2
October 2. R T 4
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Chance: Merrick Watls.
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OH, DUNNY BOY

Simon Plant gets a whiff
of Kenny Smyth’s new
sanitation series

cover guida
story| /4,€,

OW we know. The outdoor
N dunny is uniquely Australian

We know this because Kenny
Smyth, Australia’s favourite Porta-
loo plumber, has circled the globe
looking for new trends in 1oilet
technology. And not once on his
travels through 28 cities did he find
anything lo compare with our stand-
alone thunderbox.

England came close with a pop-up
todlel. So did America with a jel-
powered outhouse. Bul Smyth reck-
ons *‘they still haven't perfected the
art of the good old outhack crapper.
We've got thal one to ourselves'.

Smyth's loo-with-g-view joumney
i5 recounted in Kenny's World, a
travel show that lifts the lid on

attractions rarely featured on Ger-
munmn e Tha Qrant flurdanee T'e

Not all about Eve

DARREN DEVLYN

EVE VOM Bibra has an
earthiness and pragmatism that
transcends the ego-obsessed
world of show business.

It's probably a reason she
works so well with Shane and
Clayton Jacobson, the brothers
behind the hit movie Kenny and
its follow-up TV series Kenny's
World.

As with Shane (who plays
plumber Kanny) and director

Flemdmen e Diles ie s diing

She studied acting in London
at the Royal Academy of
Dramatic art, has performed as
a mezzo soprano with the
Victorian State Opera, has
worked on a string of TV
productions and was part of the
chart-topping band the
Chantoozies.

Kenny |5 extra special,
however, because it signalled
von Bibra's comeback to the
public spotlight after suffering a
debilitating stroke.




