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Our man Ewen Page chats with fellow TGA
110V host Shane Jacobson about cars, crashes,
: 1\ LI\ and keeping up with Clarkson and the boys
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‘When it was announced you would be hosting
TopGear Austrolia, people | know were
saying, “Here we go. ancther try-hard
celebrity faking an interest in cars so they
cain host a TV show.™ The thought being that
you probably had & deal with a car company
and you couldn't tell the difference between
& tailpipe and & creck pipe. That's not quite
mccurate though, Is it?

Licences were the first things | sted collecring,
1 camse from an era whon you wene told thar the
eare shills vou o, the more eenplovabile you
were. 5o 1've got licences for a mosorbike, 3 car....
S, but were they your Ucences? Yau
weren't stealing them?

Mo bt Pve had mine “borrowed”. The police
had it for & while. Evervone says o me, "Hane
vtk ever bost vour licenge!™ Uve never oot i
1ve kneren exactly where it was umil they gave
it buack vo ene, Every neow and chen | had i
invoduniarily scosed elsewhere.

50 you had a car and bike loence ..

.4 ek licence, | le.n-lr;.g.pd

Heavy rigid! (Laughs that hyena cackle)

I hawe & heavy riged bicenee, and a lisnee 1o be
heay and riged. A semi-railer

licence. 2 tus licence,

Ever used that bus lcence?

Mo, Ive wsed the truck Boence. bur

ot the bus Bicence.

I've riddben with you. | den’t really

want to be on an interstate Greyhound

with you at the wheel.

Why not? Penple pay money b go o

a fum park and go on a nde chat scares chem.
“You'll do it for free—

Yeah! Mull up in a bus and call it “The Hoax
Traint™. (Slightl uncontorsble, uncontrolled
piggling follows. | My favourite bus story i, | had
o o bo Adelade onee a vear..

wwhich Is about all anyane can tolerate..
...t watch some mates in stage shows, And
wr'd Bill a bus to go euer and see it then hie
Hindley Secet and have 2 fow drinks. At

ahoar 3am, | emeniber standing at the bar

and this bloke beside me savs (drumken voicel,
“How you goin'¥™ And | said, "Yeah, pml.‘
And h.'uld “Rooly good m
youa again,” of samcthing. And | said, “Sorry,

1 div kervow vouar Face from someveheeres where
do | know vou from?™ And he s “'ne your
buis drivest”™ Wi were bewving an eighe o'clock
rhe nexr maorning! When we got om the bus
five hours later. he loaked grew, [ike hedd just
gone o bed, He was nadding off ar the wheel
5o woe ull ook it in fums every time he nodded
o shout 3 him. “"HEY MATE! HOW ARE
YOI GENNGE” Fve alsa poc scivsor lifr amd
fucklifi Boenoes, boom lifi...

Boom lift?

What's that for? Live-show staging?

Yeah. | ssed v do she fieewarks for eock conceris
= suff like Bon Jovi, AC/DC = so | neodied
that. 5o | had lots of licences, but 1 abways
had 2 passzon for cars. | did some amaseur
tarmac rallving when I wa vounger, Be the
[hictan ralBes, ahich are mow the Aosralian
Tarmac Challenge. And rallying was jusz me

golag inte 3 coerer out of contred and out

of u corner under conoral. Thar was my theory,
The firsz time | got a chance so reallly pet aexined
peoperly was the Grand Prix Celebeiry Challenge.
whene veu pet 4 week of proper face trasning,
¥ou have to ger your CAMS licenoe m be
albowed our on the track. | veene all righe. 1 anby
finished fifth because the saher foar were sut o
kill each enher, | promésed Id hand the car
back sraighe, which | did. Anyene wha's raced
a car known thar if you want 1o race agaln, you
need s cither win or hand it back scraigh, Like
amy kid in the weszermn suburbs, 1'd had my fair
share of doing the wrong things in all the righs
cars 3 all the wrong times.

15 there & phvota in your famity slbum of you
with & masshe mullet doing a burnout?

1 chjecy v the word ‘muller’ and anyone whao's
fromi the westorn aabarbs of Melboume o
anywhere on the castern seaboard of Australia
keviwrs. chey weren't mullers, Ir had wo be short ar
the top and long at the back 1o be a mulle, Whae
the modom gemeration new call 2 maller is wha
Johin Farnbam had. That wasn't, Thar was just

1 blwr vave bair-do thas had bengah st the back.
IF you had walled through Beoady back in

the Ezghrics booking like Farnham and said,
“Whan do vou think of my mulle?”,..
~S0rTY, | just want to get this clear: did you
have a mullet?

Acgoeding 1o what the kids today would

aall a mulle, you damn be 1 did! (Fat bursis

af laughter... then meote senacles gaffswing.)
And...., | love it | Lowe in, bur sociery has
suggeseed 1 get rid of ix.

1 thought you might have kept it somewhere.
Whae? The hair

Yeah. Like, framed it and put [t on your wall
at home.

Ir's like an old piece of chewie. I'm just nos
interesved really.

But Is there a photo of you doing a burnout?
i've got photes of me doing donuts and sulf

o motorhikes, becains | was 3 bag din bike
rider. Mad for i I've gou a photo of a car of
mine that was burmt owt...

Should you talk about this? lsn't the
Imvestigation ongolng?

Mo, it tsn't, Because somenae stole my car snd
haarna the hejesus our of it

DH;N collect on the Insurance?

1 il

@ conmection batweren these two activities..
! Whar ase vou rt}'ir‘: 1o Pt i this daena
magazing Whe are voué | thoaghs the magazine
arl the show were o and the same, The TV
show has much moec respeos for the individual.
What was that story you were belling me
mbout pulling your motorcycle under a fence
att o live runway and seeing what it would do?
This it the problem. Tm being intenvicwed by
peophe wha can deag up soives, Look, all T can
sy is o maotorhike thay knoked abmeow identical
dovwn eo the finet detadl...

ke the number plate..
+..mm my Honda CBR 1008, which had four-into-
ane exhausts and wemt poemy well, acually. To dhe
unarained cve, vuad owear it was exacaly the same
bike. And ssmenne whis from 3 disesnce booka the
same height and sire a3 me. .
~and who had the same heimet...
1 did motice une day shar chis combinasion did
lcad dowm the rumvay ar night dme as the Poing
Coob RAAT by, Tvanase i Tom Cruise can do o,
so can L The enly ching rhas was cver 2 chance of
caming up boshde me was a Cewna,
‘What speed might that mystery rider have
been deing?
1 wosald ienagine ehae bike could do somewhers in
the region of 225k befors he had v hit the
berake. The thirg chat | found inceresing was tha
on escettaka thos alnaal pleoty of run-olf, But
with a mavacy, theecs 3 comain poin a8 which, i
that plarse hasn't caken off, its 2 over amway:
They donit care. They've got spikes coming out of
the boundary fence. The ocher problens was that
ut night | coaldn’t see the end of the mnway.
YOU couldn't?
Mo, vou've focused on the wrong ol ABLE.
As im, owe could not. One could nos see the
end ol the meway.
I noticed when we were filming the
UK special that when it came to the
sheep hending, you hopped on the KTM and
popped a mono. Now be honest - how close
wire you to falling on your arse? That
would've been the funniest moment of the
entire series if you had.
There wai moee chance of me sacking that
brike tham there was of me rounding up those

I probably hadot been on a decent din
Bike and tried 1o eear its car off for probably
10 vears. | was riding dir bikss from the age
of 14. 1 laser wwirched o the dark side, which
was road bikes. and it was a different experience.
Doing dumb shit, though, is a rite of passape
whien you are a) male and b) have & bile or
car, On the TV show, | must admit | enjoy
driving the dedgy old dungboxes more than
anything else, because it takes me back to
the immaturity of my youth.
Thar’s why [ like buying she older cars. | Jove
dmrmg.uul the car | have Ihr.lpmmn -m_pmlrd
drivang is my EH Holden, because of the fecling
I get when | drive that car. And 1 have to sy, it
goes like a bag of shis, Whar it does well is make
mie feel great. but whar ic does badly i drive.
It's all relative, though, tsn't it?
The mororing workd has evelved @ comfar
and reliabilizy, ard on a day-ro-day basis, [ love
that. Bar bocause U in thar workd neow, Tlove
poing hack o the EH. IF it was all dhar's available,
I'd haee i, s like warching The Termimater - ity
non 2 clawic, bug it's a bot of fun




Thee thing is, the best cars

o Learn in are shitty and

old. | started bn &

paddock in a 350 HO
Statesmnan. My first car

was mn FC Holden ube,

and | discovered brake

fade not long atter

patting my P plates,

Hefore mum one.

As | was backing out of the driveway,
Thene brakey Badad on purchos and sever
came back.

Loak, kids do need good cars with every
safely feature you can buy because God
knws thiry'll Becess every one before
they turn 25, But old cars give you a
sensation of speed because they have
noise, vibration and harsheds - the

wery thing ‘serious’ motering journos
moan about. By removing these, you
separate yoursel! from the raw driving
experience, Modern cars are almost too
smoath and guiet and cocooning, and
that's dangerous semeltimes.

Thae's why modern Farres of trampors are
wehicles, bt the older G are machine.
Ouwtside of Erlc Bana, there don't seem bo
be many local celebs with a genuine love
of cars. Did | hear right that Bryan Brown
has o car he's particularty fond of?

He haa a Soaresman; | think &5 o de Ville.
Bryan sadd w me. “The osly reason | sl

harve char car is 1has 'm waiting for them

o build a berer one.”

1 don’t know il you've noticed, but

there are a lot of people wha reply to
blogs an Tl.com with plenty of, shall

we say, forthright advice sbout

Topiear Aistrolia, And where we

should shove it. Regardiess, we've

been talking lately about how we

rused to rmalke the show morne
Bustrallan, without being ocher.

A lex of people sy oo me, “Arenit you

just copying what the English guys

do!” And to thar there are rwo

apwwere yeu. And no. In facr, | am

gaing to do exactly what Jeremy

arsl Richard amil [Jmn-lhl. and

hur is 1her are themaches.

Theey are big shoes vo /] anly if you'ne tring ta
stard i theirs, but every persom fin their own
shaoes perfectly. | can’t be anyone else bur maself
IE D ry oo be anyone else. other than the idios

1 am. my friends will go, “We like you "cos you're
an ilsor, but plrase don't change thar because ance
yous mowee past that you beoome 4 wanker.”
We're going to Series Four, which I'm really
stoked about. But given that the producers
have stuck with the same three presenters,
hiow can it possibly improve?

Al we can da s o out there and have even
e fum chan we had in Sesies Theee, Amd
let's Face it, we're even berrer Friemds now than
we were when we firs started.

Really?

Yes. You, me and Steve got along well from

the fir day, didnt we?

En?

But now we have ravelled rogether and played
arourdd s misch, wie'ne proper mabes now:
L.

[ think that's what will make the bigges:

difference: the three of s kmowieg each

ather o well now. Mear of what we know

abount each oaber we like, and the ocher birs

we bove grving exch eaber shit about. Thar's

what makes 2 mare.

A lot of people have said to me that they
thought the safari park story was & set-up.
Which you and | know it wasn't.

I v speaking with one of the ookeepers on

the way our and said, “Wis thas 2 bit of fur o
warch?™ And she said, “Mo, that was emifving.

[ weas shicring kisvems im there. | dont think you
realise how close you all were eo dying, Well never
len shat happen again.”™

You ook like a chap who enjoys o good crash.
What's your best effort?

v bewin in quite a few and P'm peowd 10 ay
none have realle been eny Sl ., i vou discoum
b fow whiens [ Fell asbeep bohimd the whel.
Vo had both sides seplaced on 2 Commodose
from owe separaes sccidents smd T had the car
buick for shree davs when [ went thragh an
incersecrion with green Bighes in my fnour

and a guv ran che red o o righe and Tobaned
i, Seranght Back oo the panel beaten! The hloke
whan oamed the |\.|m,l ~|||1]"r sail, "W by i
Shane.... chin. vou're gond for basipess,”

I you had & paér of scissors and o cable

tie, what would be the most complex

cAr repair you recken you could carry

off convincingty?

T wald put my bank manager im & Pecl P50
elewrric car, cable-tic his thumbn 1o the seeering
wheel and ising the scisars, sorarch ima the
boninet these words: “PLEASE FEEL FREE TOY
SET FIRE T THIS CAR OR PUSH 1T OFF

A CLIFET 1% pot exacaly a repair, but it would be
an imwmbem im s TNV W,

Vou're deing TopBear Live with Clark and
May in March in Brissle and Melbourne, When
we spent time with Jezza in the UK, | thought
e weas really riendly and generous and not
the intimidating monster you think he is.

] m.'u:'nl:|5.- werent over and SPEnE e riene wath the
bows in Dublin during rhe Toplscar Festival {see
prape 1120 s T comld gee an dea of whas | wdll be
dhaing when I'm filling in for Richard our here,

I van honeith siy they just have a ball with cach
ather and the crewd, Te's poing 10 be an exhawsing
ru. lhmg'h. hecase we do thres shows a d.‘l.,
then go out 3t night and have a few drimks and
then b the timse we gt back 1o i hoeel

rooms. the akarm goes off 1o gev back for the

shiwee, Chach’ Bant Jereenw b grear, Praple would be
surpeived how supporetive he has been of us hese in
Auriirafia and the TV show here. We alll rake digs
ar each orher on camera, i whin the cameras are
off.. acnually, | rake thar back. He keeps on
taking digs when we have icopped filming as well.
Bus how can we angue, Ewen? He paid for our
foand anvd grog when we wene in the UK

He did. And | must say that my steak was

o little pvercooked

When somenns pan for i fond and drink, they
are 2 champinn no marrer who they are. @







