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N THE dark, nebedy notices him.

He's just a carrol-haired kid in the:

stalls, enjoying an amateur vaviety

show in Melbourne. Bub Ronald

Jacobson's youngest boyis watch-
ing, listening, drinking it all in.

The vaudeville patter, the lap rou-
tines, the singalongs: . .. nothing es-
capes his atteéntion. And at the end of
the show, Shane Jacobson turns to his
dad and says: “"That's what I'wanna do.
['wanna be a performer.”

Thirty years on, he has his wish,

jacohson, Known far and wide as
Portaloo king Kenry ‘Smyth, has traded
his immaculate overalls for a natty grey
pinstriped suit. And eight fimes a week,
he treads the boards at The Princess
Theatre in Guys-and Dolls.

As petty erim Nicely Nicely Johnson.
Jaeohson has some sly Damon Runyon
lines and one of the best songs in this
fabled Broadway musical, Sit Down,
You're Rockin' The Boat,

“I'don’t think my voice strips paint.off
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He won our hearts as Portaloo man Kenny. But Shane Jacobson
was entertaining audiences long before he donned the overalls

and manned the suction pump. Simon Plant reports

walls,” he says of hig “high baritone',
“But I'm hitting notes | haven's kit for a
while. ™

Jacobson, 38, is alse loving [(he
“inslant gratification’” that live theatre
can deliver.

“You finish the number — your arms
high, your lingers spread — and as the
band hits that last note. the applause

made of," he says as Magda Szubanski
and Gapry MeDonald saunter past,
“Finding out you're going to be acting
next Lo Marina Prior is like being asked
Lo ride on a donkey with Jesus.”

But il anyone has earned hisplace on
the professional slage, it's Jacobson.
Long before he became a household
name a8 Kenny and won an AFI Award
for/Best Actor, he was stealing scenes in
Gang Shows, doing theatre-restaurant
slapstick and playing the warm-=up marn.

“To the public. it's like ['ve just
tirned up in the world of theatre and
gonna have a go,” he says, “Actually,
the stage is'where it all started for me.”

In'conversation, Jacobson is anything
but theatrical. He plonks himself in a

» Finding out you're going to be acting next to Marina

comes: through, Fantastie. Whereas in a
film, vou finigh a line and four years
later someone laughs at it ... and
you're not even in the room with them. "

We are chatting baokstage and Jacob-
son—in polo top, jeans and runners —
sesms’ slightly awed by the company
lie's Kesping.

“Geez, this is the stufl dreams arve

chaie, folds these big apms of his and
gives the impression he has all day to
shoot the breeze.

A mischicvous smile lurks In his
ginger beard, but Jacobson's orinkiy
biue eyes — locking on'to yvou like lasers
— signal an agile mind that's constantly
whirting.

Illder brother Clayton (Kenny divec-

tor) conflirms it: “Shane’s energy is
ingredible. They don't make pies [ast
enough for him to put his fingers in."

The Jacebson brothers have finished
shootingKenny's World, a comedy-doco
for Network Ten which “scours the
globe for bizarre, Intriguing and down-
right ridiculons examples of Loilet
technology”.

But other’ filmmakers haye come
knocking too. Bryan Brown recently cast
Jacobson as a truckie in his outhack
heist! moyie Gactus, and producer Nao-
mi'Wenck decided he was ideal to play
a working-class father of three in her
goming-of-age suriing tale, Neweastle.

ENCK says: "“The minute
Shane was suggested, we
thought it was a brilliant idea

hecause he really represents the real
Aussie male we didn’t. bother
auditioning anyone else. We didn’t even
audition him. It was his role.”

Jacebson chuekles. “'I' know some
people have their tragic stories about
suicess, " he says. “But every time ['ve
opened a new door, I've been thanked
for the room Fye justdeft and welcomed
into the one I'm enteping.”

For years, doors slammed In his face.
Jacobson the journeyman was com-
pelled to work the marging, addressing
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